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XLITI.—Ou Tetrao grisciventris, « recently described Species 
of llezel-Grouse from North-east Russia. By HENRY 
SEEBOIIM. 


(Plate XL.) 


Tur Grouse form a compact little genus, confined to the 
Palearctic and Nearctic Regions, and containing about a 
score of well-defined species, some of which are again divi- 
sible into climatic races or subspecies. Modern ornitho- 
logists, suffering from the epidemic which has been called 
the “furor genericus " and the ‘ cacoéthes dividendi," have 
established no less than twelve genera for the reception of 
these twenty or twenty-four species, to the no small incon- 
venience of ornithologists whose powers of memory are not 
unlimited. As might be expected, the characters upon which 
these so-called gencra are founded are not very rcliable—so 
little, indeed, that the Willow-Grouse belongs to the genus 
Tetrao in summer, but assumes the characters of the so- 
called genus Lagopus in winter. 

The Hazel-Grouse ( Tetrao bonasia) has a very wide range, 
extending from the Pyrenees to Japan, and presents an 
interesting example of a species which has a Siberian or 
Arctic form. Tetrao bonasia septentrionalis is a very grey 
bird, with very little rufous iu its plumage, and has a shorter 
tail than the typical form, towards which it gradually inter- 
gradcs, as so many other Arctic forms do, both in the east 
and in the west. The typical or subarctic form is found 
in the Pyrenees, the Alps, and the Carpathians, and again 
in the valley of the Amoor and on the main island of Japan. 

It is not known that any form of Hazel-Grouse inhabits 
the Caucasus; but north-east of that range, near the sources 
of the Petchora and the Kama, a nearly allied, but apparently 
perfectly distinct, species occurs, Tetrao griseiventris. From 
tweuty to thirty examples of this new European bird have 
been obtained ; so that all idea of its being an accidental 
variety must be abandoned. It was first described by the 
well-known Moscow ornithologist, Mons. M. A. Menzbier, in 
1880 (Bull. Soc. Imp. Nat. Mosc. i. p. 105), and differs from 
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the Common Hazel-Grouse in many very important cha- 
racters. Whilst in the Common Hazel-Grouse the male 
differs widely from the female, the former having a black 
chin and throat, and the latter a buffish-white chin and 
throat obscurely spotted with black, in Menzbier’s Hazel- 
Grouse both sexes have the chin and upper throat pure 
white. As will be seen by the Plate, the general colour of 
Menzbier’s Hazel-Grouse is much darker and greyer, espe- 
cially on the underparts, the pattern of colour in which is 
different from that of the common bird. The white tips of 
the wing-coverts and the subterminal black band across the 
outer tail-feathers, so conspicuous in the Common Hazel- 
Grouse, are absent in Menzbier's Hazel-Grouse. 

The discovery of this addition to the birds of Europe is 
all the more interesting on account of the other European 
species, which are confined to the extreme east of the con- 
tinent, such as Ruticilla ochrura, Erithacus hyrcanus, Tetrao 
mlokosiewiczi, &c., leading to the supposition that this part 
of Europe must have been isolated for some time, at no very 
distant period, geologically speaking. 


XLIV.—On a Collection of Bird-skins from the Orinoce, 
Venezuela. By Hans von BznLErscH. 


(Plate XII.) 


Tue vast plains of the Orinoco, in Venezuela, still remain 
a “terra incognita” to ornithologists—at least no account 
of the birds of this country has yet been published. 

It was therefore with considerable interest that I heard 
of a collection of bird-skins made in’ the neighbourhood of 
Angostura (or Ciudad Bolivar) by a young man sent out by 
the well-known dealer in natural objects, Mr. F. F. G. Um- 
lauff, of Hamburg. The whole collection has been submitted 
to my inspection and, although small, proves to be of consider- 
able interest. There is evidently one new species contained 


in it, and others were not previously known to be denizens of 
ome 


